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Outline

ÅWhy?

ÅOutreach ςto the public

ÅΨLƴǊŜŀŎƘΩ ςengaging the public

ÅCombined ςservices to and from the public sector

ÅWhere next?



University strategy?
ÅΨhǇŜƴƛƴƎ hȄŦƻǊŘΩ ƛǎ bh¢ ŀ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀǎ 
such

III (a) Ensure that the fruits of the 

Universityôs research activities are 

exploited and disseminated for the benefit 

of society and the economy

V (a) Seek out more applications from 

highly able students from groups who do 

not typically apply to the University

University Strategic Plan



Outreach

ÅOxford House, RAG, etc

ÅContinuing Education - oldest (19th C) and largest in the 

UK, c. 13,000 students per annum

ÅComputing Services - hosted national services (CTI, 

Typesetting, OSS Watch, Intute, AHDS, UCISA ...)

ÅVLE - open source, not restricted by licences, since 

2005 has been easy to óopen upô (Bodington now Sakai)

ÅPodcasting and iTunes U > OpenSpires



iTunes U

ÅLaunched October 2008

ÅWhy?
- Appleôs market
- Existing content & systems
- University óoutreachô

ÅIssues:

Åassembling enough 
meaningful content

Ålicence agreement

Åconvincing senior decision makers

Ålogistics of capturing, processing, delivery



iTunes U

ÅWhat we also found:

ÅNot everyone can/will use
iTunes

ÅKeep it flowing/target releases

Å2m downloads in c. 12 months

ÅExtensive media coverage

ÅVery positive for outreach, impact, and wp ïextremely 
popular with alumni

ÅLed to other initiatives with Apple




