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the problem space
• 18 Schools and 23 ways of doing things

• large gaps between
– central and local (School level) data management
– administrators and academics 
– cultures: academic policies and central information 

systems

• wide range of modules
– structure

• lectures, labs, tutorials, class tests, exams, coursework

– means of assessment
– size of cohort ( 5 – 250)
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solution…Module Management System (MMS)
• “Module” is a very well understood concept

– teaching & learning
– assessment & reporting
– so MMS uses it the primary unit of 

management

• MMS caters for the very wide variety of 
modules
– fully customisable per module
– not an “all or nothing system”

• system addresses academic needs while 
interfacing with central systems
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module operations
• semi-automatic maintenance of class lists

– tutorial group management

• Final grade management
– powerful modelling facilities to reflect assessment regime
– coursework submission, tracking and grading
– exam marking and grading
– replaces ad hoc spreadsheets

• Special circumstances tracking
– Visible on the final grade and coursework views

• Tutorial and lecture attendance monitoring
• Cross module mean grade comparisons
• various others….
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screenshots

• screenshots
• usability
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• screenshots
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Value Added Services for

MMS

SITS
Student 
Records

other DBs & 
services…

• Academics
• Students
• Admin

innovative
learning
projects

SchoolData

SchoolData

SchoolData
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MMS Summary
• Designed for academic staff by academic staff

– Driven by academic policy (University, Faculty and School)
– Identity management & role-based access 
– Popular with students where used for coursework management

• Selectively interacts with multiple existing data bases – keeps the data 
quality high
– Recognition that locally maintained information forms part of the distributed 

institutional information base
• Extensible, modular design

– Was adapted for  Disabilities Information Flow system DIF (SENDA
obligation)

– used in Comp.Sci., Maths, Psychology, Philosophy, Anthropology, Economics and 
History – customised by each School
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Thank you!

Any questions?

early adopters from other institutions welcome
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